
Report by L k t .  E .  J .  T .  DALTON, Junior Auuirtant Cmmisriona #; 
Aaaorn, of Air virit to the H i l k  in the neighbowhood of the Soobardi&~ 
Rivet. &om' the Politico1 Secretmriat of the Govmment of I& 1 
With a map.. 
Pathalipam Moaz~h, Janwiy 6th, 1845.-Reached thin y e s t e w  

evening from Luckimpore station,:preperatory to wtting,out on a short? 
excnnion up the Soobsnrhiri aa far aa I can go in canoes, .and thendl 
to the neamt Meri dllagea by land. My object being to pay Tenr 
Hazaree a friendly viuit, and to u d n  if i t  be practicable. to make a' 1 
more extended tour through the country of the Hill Meris and Abom 
next cold seaeon. I . '  

Thin day wil l  be consumed in making the nesessarp arrangamenta- 
to-morrow I hope to start. a 

January 7th.-On the Soobanshiri. w i t h  guib a 0eet of &, I 
atartdd from the Pathalipam Ohnut at 11 A. M., ahd considerhg the' 
difficulty of procuring boats and the number of people to be prmided 
for, there wa8 leas trouble, confubion and delay than might have been 
anticipated. 8, 

Includiig my own boat there are eleven canoes, thirty-two boatmeP, 
and with servants, Tecklas, Katokees and Meri Bhoteas, a @ of 
five sepoys ; hot less than'seventy i;ldividuals, all packed adtight he. 
rings in a barrel: The canoes are moved by gold-+aahers'who, from 
constant practice id their gold-washing expeditiom, are masters of the' 
art of managing boats in the ditlicult rapids of this river. I n d d  I 
am told that no other men could venture to work up in canoea to Sip: 
loo Qhaut, whence we are to proceed by lanb. The canoes are vm 
s m d ,  and, except a light mat over my boat, no choppera allowed. 

Amongst these gold.waehera are the Pawwae men, whose busirieM 
it is to convey the Hill' Meris and their families who sandy viait the 
plains by thi' route from Siploo Qhaut to a Ohaut about six' mila 
above Pathalipam. These men, six in number, being host expert of dl, 
act as our steeramen. 

They use paddles of " Hingoree," short and btiff in c o m ~ ~  
with the long elastic " Bhola" paddles of the Suddiah and Debroo 
Thooma. They work the boat however exceedingly well ; and no doak 
in the and material of their paddles, 'they have adopted w b t  
experience has taught them to be most serviceable for the rapids of this 
river. In the shallows I see they chiefly work with the luggee pol@. 



is a rapid, but a slight one, immediately above Pathalipam : and 
Q the H i b  the r im t divided by wooded irln& into nu- 

 mum^ channels : two of thew bhn& am putly occupied by Chattiah P 
1 Mh, and they are moreover a fruitful sorwe of quarrelling among the 
, gdd-washem. On oni of them, c d l d  " Indoor" Majali, they brought 
ow cauoea, and cammeneed making pmparetiom for halting there. 

I protested againat this, u it WM not 4 o'clock ; but they auerted very . 
positively, tbat there WM no gmmd on ahead fit for enemping on that 
re could podbly reach that night, md M I liked the rppavrna of the 
pice, a h e  .helving M of m d  and gtavel, I ww my -t. 
They waited till my cook had arranged hir temporary kitchen and 

the dinner was in amme of preparation, and then their object of halting 
on &in ialand WM made manifeat. A number of gold.washem from 
the Bor.Dolonee Mouzab, on the left bank of the river, were weahiirrg a 
litrle above the halting place. The Pathdipam gold-wanhem conridered 
the ground thkn,  and airhad me to m e  the intruder8 with a summary 
ejectmeat. The left bank people arr stoutly maerted that they were on 1 lbir own ground, end it was by no m r n s  an w y  dbpute to decide. 
It depended on wl$ch,of the channsle is the main channel of the river, 
but $be river taka to them all in turn about. 

J a m u i y  8tA,, Started after all had breakfaeted at 8 A. M. The back 
~ g e r . . o f  th? mounteina are disappearing one aftu the other behind 
the uptart lower hills. The rapids numerow, but not difEicult. 

The.- have boat son@, or profewional melden of their own : 
when wading and hauling the conow up the repide they ahg a sort of 
"cheerly boys," the c h o m  of which k "Yoho Ram," and which heard 
above the mar'of the waters has a good effect. In hollowing out these 
can- the.catpentera make in them holes of about an inch square to 
atmtain t4e thicknem as they proceed. Thew holes are afterwar& 
plugged. In my boat being driven in from above they protruded below, 
and two of them were at the same moment unshipped as we bumped on 
the stme of s Apid. The boat commenced rapidly U g ,  but we got 
her on shore end the baggage all removed, before m y  serious damage 
wan done. I mention this as a warning to othere. One minute's delay 
and the boat would have sunk ; we were fortunately near shore, had 
mounted  the rapid, and the crewa of the other boata all at hand in a 
moment to a s b t .  
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Digression up the bed of a small stream called the Dodooni, to am 
the Raj (Ihur. Thii Doolooni wan 'one of the gold streama ; but ht 
year its bed of shingle waa covered with fine sand which the go1d.d. 
em can make nothing of, and they have abandoned it. I t  form ah 
one of the p- by which tbe' Turbotiah MerL deacead, the D i  
flowing through Sugd-doobejr, which forma the other starting from neu 
the name point in the hills. The Raj Ohur we found about a mile from 
ib mouth. I have seen thb Ohur at Ooomeri, whese it meam the Booree 
river, and there it dl bears the appearance of having been aonstrncttd 
as a rampart agehat the inrod of the hill people.; but here it h 
more the appearance of an old road. It is however a stupendow work, 
and great i the pity that it in too far north of our population to be 
used an a line of communication. Previom to the Moran or Muttack 
wan, the villages of Luckimpore are said to haw extended up to this 
Raj Qhur, md there in every appearance even now of suoh ham b&n 
at some period the m e .  At the mouth of the Doolooni the Sooban- 
shii e x p b  with a h e  broad, deep md smooth baain, which it sntm 
by three channeb formed by two isla~do, where the stream again meets; 
above them it emerges from the hills, and here we halt for the night i 
our encamping p u n d  ia in the dry bed of the Bergoga. 
Janrcvy 9th. Our lest night'r bivouac was not a comfortable one. A 

stiff breeze blowing down the bed of the Bergoga, was met by another 
coming down the valley of the Soobanshiri, and they enjoyed thamdw 
together at  our expence, blowing the sand into the people's dinners, and 
the smoke into our eyes, and knocking the canoes hgahot the stones. But 
we are now fairly amongat the hi, and truly the senery is ~rublhe. 
Beneath these hitla, the great river wihde in p e f u l  serpentines. 
basin forming the c l i i  are rocky and precipitous to .a a&d&le 
height, along which foliage of variotu huea and a moat vernal end dflv 
appearance waves in the breeze. The stream is about 250 yarhb 
breadth, but of a depth (sounded several places on retunring ad fowd 
between nkty and seventy feet in depth throughout thia glen) uafatbom. 
able by any meam we have at  hand. There the rock of storms,(the b- 
tahkowa hill) stando boldly out from the mass on a bed of huge bod@ 
screening the mouth of a deep, dark, narrow dell, the winding of w ~ &  I 
explored for a little way-a way, where the sun's rays never penetrate; 
sometimes huge Bon-trees springing from the rocks above stretch their 
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I h e a p  limbs over the deep waten, which reflect them ; and the fibres 
th.t de-d from them, finding no earth below in which to fix them- 

, dm, swing in the breeze. 
I we advance the river becomes still wrowar, but not lerr deep or 

mwth. GocLain Pohma, a rock not l e ~  than 800 feet in height, r ~ e a  
peqemdi-ly from the abeam. The face u h o s t  smooth to the top 
which in clad with treea ; on the opposite ride a dmilar oliff, but not ro 
high: on the summit of tbe former a god killed a deer; and, walking 
(clever fellow) down the face of the rmooth rock wi+ his qyarty over 
the rhoulder, he ascended with it the opposing cliff, wdr noawa. From 
above, the rock called the Qwkain Potana looks like a huge church- 
rOaple riaing from, the stream. We stopped for rornetime at a place 
crlled Pabo Ohoa to collect cane tg be used in towing the oanoea up the 
rapids on ahead. The G h a t  is so called from ib having been rome 
50 yeam ago the watering p b  of a tribe of Meris called Pabon. Qle of 
the young m p  of thin *be rtole from her village a young virgin of 
Tema's tribe, then under the mrnagement of his father.Temees. For 
thia dqnce the insulted Teamems waged a war of extermination against 
the Pabo tribe. "&e villagar of the latter weire attacked by night when 
the inhabitante rlept, and ma, women and ahildren were promiacuouely . 
daughtered or carried away, and gold into h o p e h  captivity amongrt the 
A h .  The tribe, combting of two large villages, were atterly extin- 
w e d .  Not far from thin we halted for the night, on the right baae of 

1 the river, at the mouth of a beautiful stnam called the Qaien Panee, / hing b m  a dark glen a d  d&bg down the rocks into the well- 
bound oheanel through which the kbanehiri  noiselady down. Notwith- 

1 atanding the abnence of large timber which ap- to grow only near 
aud on the summita of tbpe precipihu hills, the verdure of this d- 
ley b very beautiful : the rocks themaelves are wuent ly  cavered with 
~ o a s  smd ferns of the brightest emerald green ; whilst springing from the 
mil above them b a m b  of a peculiarly light and feathery appearance, 
the shafta not thicker than the moat delicate trout rod, curve and waive 

in the alighteat breeze. The pine-apple tree, the drooping leaves of 
which are found upward6 of aixteen cubits in length ; the Toka palm, 
varieties of cane and the mountain plantain, are all characteristic of this 

I scenery, and blend together in luxuriant mass. 
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. loth.  Early this morning we emerged fsom this great glen, and 
found the firat of the great rapids at  its mouth. The caaoes were & 
ly pulled up with the long cane ropes we had provided ; above this rapid 
the stream widens, the valley expands, and more distant mountaina apt 
pear in sight. Huge blocks of rock obstructing the river.in ita deacent 
render the navigation more and more Wcul t .  We were obliged to 
lighten our boats, and for soqe dhtance the baggage ,was all conveyed 
by land, whibt the canoes were dragged through fields of hhing b 
or over rocb  nearly dry ; after surmounting several m h  rapids we 
reached Siploo Mookh whence we are to proceed by land. 

I - .' 
' 

Luckimpore, February 1 Ith, 1845. 
February'2lst. * U 

MY DRAB M~~on,--Thia beiug p holiday, I shall devote i t  to giving 
you some further accoua of my late exc9laion. , 

I wrote you a few l ina  from Giploo M@kh, &tailing b r i d y  my prow 
c e e d i i  up to the date of my letter. Qp the 15th January all the 
headmen of Tema's tribe made their a p p w c e ,  together Kith the ladia 
of Tema's family, who came erpresdy t~tReloome m s r h i s  two wived 

and daughter. I held an aesembly, and particularly,explained to the 
chiefs that if they had,the smallest object;isn to my proceeding f d e i  
I was ready to return ; but they all ueured me &at such a proaeding 
would cause tEem great pain. They wouldhe delighted t6 shew me 
all the lions of their country ; but only begged, thatrae the small-pox 
raging iu the Pathalipam village, I would leave buhind me all thefatha- 
lipam men. This I readily consented to do, provided they procscdme 
a sac iency of Meri coolies. Affairs having been cu, far amicably 
a diibibution of salt and rum concluded the conference ; and t h e n  
in high good humour disported themselves before he,  shewing their a@Yr 
in racing over the rocks, and their prowess ia throwing stones m a  the 
river : mean time I gave the ladies who had come to greet me some ga'J 
colored cotton cloths ; and here, alae, was cause for iealomy. The other 
h u m s  would know why Tema's family alone should be thus favored; but 
I told them that when their wives and daughters came to greet me (@ 

Tema's had done) and were neglected, they might take umbrage at mY 



psrtislitp, but not now ; ahd with this they appeared mtir6bd. Late at 
ni$t Tema and one of the Torbotthh Orum sgsin viaitad me. l'hep 
mid r sufscient number of coolim woald by morning be collectad, but 
thsy qe&ad to be paid for the trip ; contidering the friendly nature of 
my.vbit, and-* honor thos done them, thq (the Chum) were darned 
to ask me -,pay f i e  p p l e  for conveying the brggage, butthey had 
no p o w  to give men without auoh pqment bekg nude; and they 
wore whhed, if sgrsacrble to ma, to be allowed to w y  tk ceorj 
upcncnr Bat- t h  . Of aetsm I daQkled tbb oUer, though I .WM 

not r little plead  at itn having b made, evinoingu it did a genuine 
good feeling toward8 me, The r&b waa to bs one seer of salt, or four 
mu, for tbo trip for ereh cooly, which the Ocrumr ammured me waa 
what they .paidwhen, in bringins, sr they yearly do, vuiour oomtnodifisr 
from the plaim, they me nsoerdtabed to avail themmlver of ex- 
bradr. Thwe who call themrelvm Qaums have no authority in their 
hilb, but that of the rich evertbe poor. Aftsfthe above noticed trait 
dkrdity on Tema'r pt., 4sf the indepeddence of the Hill M h  in 
gePaxl, 4 war not a little l d e d  next morning when the Meri cooliae. 
mrle and female, were rec-g befotehand'their eeer of salt, to ob. 
aarr amomgat happlioarrto fora loadand a doaeeut, Tema'r second wife 
IPd ht e k t  daughter, both fine young women ; but tbs latter much du- 
figPnd by emall-fmx. The foads were light, not m ~ r e  than twenty loen ; 
bst bopt and gir11, men and women, were dl paid the same rate. Oon- 
lidaing alj b e  amqement s  had to  be made, and that the greater 
pa of the cooliee had only arrived ib the monihg, I thought myself 

by getting o$ by 10) A. at. For the h t  two milea we pro- 
caeded along the left bank of the 6iploo flowing from N. w.. then turn- 
hg north wended a very ateep hill ; sometima almort creeping under 
jangle es dense, that nothing could be reen beyond what waa a few 
puda to ~ u r  right and left : the path was lerr difficult than I had been 
ledb q p o s e  it, but ia mmetimes rigzagged up or wound round preci* 
Piar in an awkward manner far nervous people. Tema was my con- 
l b t  companion, alwaye prepared tc, give me a friendly hand if neces- 
q. He seemed at  first tci be under great anxiety on my aocount ; but 
Mug me more active than he expected, he appeared more at  ease. 

1 Of the various timber trees and underwood, pou know I am incapable of 1 thing biny account ; the moat remarkable of the former were See. trees, a 
2 0 
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seed of wh5ch you returned me split open, the wood in hard, clone-grained, 
and finely colored as the Nabore.; the Ammsaa c31 it the Seea Nithe, 
and the fruit contains a p b n  With which the Meris kill ficah. ,G@ 
varieties of bamboos and cane. The Meria &atah dmk housm with tb 
leaves of a 8pecied of thehtter called Tor,- the pima-, d& 
fern. r .  ' ., . 

We p a a d  smral rquirrel traps of an ingeniw and umatmp. 
tion. . On an overhanging :branch a wad ( h u t )  of .whish the a+ 
rels-are fond ir p l d ,  and bound to tbo bamDh by a &Mc M, 
cane ; the squirrel cannot get at .&e d &hout ,patting .hie W 
through a noone of the cane, and on his dWn&ng the bait the atme 
drops and tighfsns the noose round .tba sqairrel's neck : thq .eat 
the .flesh of a i r  animal as a great delicacy.. As we mdd.tbia id, 
the hid people frequently gave us l o v k d e n  a warning to be olrefal 
not to loosen a stone from ita bed. .Thk ww very: necev,.peopb 
are apt to kick away atonee .on a hill that aresreily dielodged ; md hed 
this been done on the present o m i o n ,  they must ham fallen on a 
bounded near those coming up. the wbWg path below .w.. Having 
descended a vallep in which there wan water, we commenoed the aaceat 

of another and loffier mountaim called .Tlcepooka. t b i ~  bill tb 
are magdiceht Nalok trees of. enormous d k a i o m  ; depoepdiag aph 
we came to a rocky stream d e d  the m, up the bed of2abicltq 
path now lay, and this was to me the most =cult part 0 f . b  d 
The current wae strong, and the rocks d i p p y  m g l w  I) was di5. 
cult for me to maintain my footing, and as I p m d e d  doag obw1y.d 
cautiously, the Meri girls with their loads cameup and l a u g ~ p a d  
me, bounding with mtonishing aclivjtg and sumjpo- from d 
to rock. This stream talrea ita rhe in the Maparimountain, over ~hkb 
our path now lay ;,and learning that nbt see water a& till 
ev&g I halted for stragglers, .and whtm .all ,had come pp it WAW too 
late to think of attempting to prooeed further. Crpe*g the .Wc4m 
accordingly, we formed our .bivouac for .thedgh$. Tema e n d e r v d  
to persuade his people to assist in clearia&rrs&or .me, apd to cut ad 
bring wood and materials for a temporary-hut ; they .treated his.odm 
with the utmost contempt : upon my applying to them in a more 
sive strain, they bargained that I should shew them some fun.wib 
guns, and in this way I got them to do all I wanted. We started nest 
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I morning st 8 A. M., and-commeaoed a toilsome ucent of the M g u r  i momtn, t$e rammit d which wa did not ma& till 11 o'clock ; the 

I W t  wae very severe in m a n ~ b ,  the I~LW ladders afford#l by the 
rPoe of #ke tries alone&& i t m e  ; near the summit it WUJ 

Im- herewerw&hetintber trear and h, wild maogam, 
&nab sad ~ o h S  the r a d r  of 11111 whioh I have sent fou ; but unfor- 

the acorna were all dead. From the.*ep aide Moyw no 
vhasrr obtained ; da*rsnding occasional opedogs gave IM g l h p e a  of 
~ c a r n o u ~ ~  £a *were now an Lha dortbmdeof thegreat mge 
n a d k  Luckimpme, bstw e x W  view ; the path lea6 S o u l t ,  but 

, mmionrlly p m m t h g c w  mere ledge ova a precipioe, end danger. 
ady d i m m  dmqedrlkoer. We ~ n d ~ t  one-third of 

1 h ~ . r ~ u o a * d , u ~ m a u r d o v e r r n e ~ ~ w b i ~ ~ .  
the aortbm oatwolks of W o p r a .  *ln one p b  s large .we had / & - a c U l m d r p m d C d Y Y d - a a s a b d d @ .  It- 
i l i p p q  as g h ,  and &- t h e ~ e h  pasad over - dowly and aauti- 
d y  ; I did net  Aike imwh,-but  Team gave me s had;,& I gat safe 
w We POW came to Llls'tbd~ad been cleared for cultivation, and 
other 8ympktpc.dla n e w ' a m h  to bunurn h a b i t a h  ; not &at the 
wad mu b e t t e m  c o n t i r t ~  m More, 'but here Mytkma had been 
gmhg,'pad.they d o  not' Lw far from their villages. Several times as 
pued ahat sppked to b i  &'well cleared path, but I wae told that tbey 
16d t o ' U h m  epring. b. had been sat to kill wild animals, and h e  
hen&? .&adeToWWn h h a n  beiaga not to go that way. De- 
PadiP@hob dpon ~u@h"btrmema for a rupply of animal food, they 
hare valtau ingeni'u#i&thadr of.  taking or killing' wild bcasta, A 
dea thq *natructed &y running a light palisading betweea two pre- 
eipioes oo, other obstaclCb, in the centre of which the trap is placed. 
ita#eats to off& an A t  to the unwary .animal, whore c o m e  has 
6th .ob#tracted, by the palbading, end through i t  he attempta to 
d,'when the top ~omp6eed of l o g  of wood bound together drops on 
a mheb him. . Biaa Merie'dhge wae now before us, and drawn up 
onthe aide &the road a dsputotion of the Sonrok Meria (the Bor Ddonee 
Mais) awaited my. approach. Thee Souroh I had hitherto regarded 
as not near's0 well affected to us RS the Temas ' and the Torbottiah 
bibg, and I had been informed by Tema that they were very irate with 
him for having encoursged this excursion of mine. I was by no meann 



anxious t o ~ w t ' t h 8 w ; ~ n d  liad%&ihrifcd -4 tmaa inwdew.: huh 
they were, and I coal4 n d  ~ e i t k ~ p a t t i q y a  bald face ape tbe d k x ,  

I took a seat,'96de~"d Wand giot'tkwm atuhae. &tehrPig 
erplrrinrd my*ject ii)'-tZIalm, *'iha&d tQcu8mf0r theLI 
W t y  h colgibb to m8et-he ;%erpdmhm my srup&#blzW3 8 q  

objection8 being"tkaia&l m y  gcwe me a $I& slllldial I & # t d n g  in* 
**.*to proeaedcib v4ilYEdIlagea too, aiyihg M I. had aome a s r  t k b d  tp 
pirW '&ma, it wae? n6E fair that the b n d r  ohhl.tJb oonferrsd-dh 
alone;. they too were mast%mrhw to e a ~ ~ u l d ~ ~  
frolride eveq'thing necscl8ory. eof&-;faat in"ah#h the 
-pal Oaum reaides, w a a e ' a n  eaq'"mldb .ssah i-wherd* we d 
They did u l l % l i B w  to.inCloob me-vembg dilldy'o- 
.r utatted. !. **batYtdy supptir~ .for; three &p,-t@y . n o d  p d d e  
every 'thing. 1 - d d  i m  WUhpioper iw me to go to* 
village without brin@ng w i t b - h a e  presents tcS%&tow an their 
Wivd and: deugliten 'to edui&'t&lo. to wtnMbr my *t. That af 
the Mo thine I had- brought& thlb '&mifition, hadabeeh dk* 
of, or &re bespoke, and h r a  I n m t o  gohpep-haddad $o.viabtbem, 
they would all ' bay that f had 'Batowed mmp marks :.M .favor 

"rema'r people aid to this hackugida. d&i#&. " I tlW&ra oouldW 
abw go ; But if an 'tuned out *well; and 4h6 j4mhad  t b m m h s  p 
perly on their next viiit to the $I&, t d ~ d i o u 1 d ' ' ~ ~ t o c  a ticlit* 
me at another season intended for themtas my beeent *t,kasf& 
Tern&. With thiis'they appeared satiled, a$ll dq.fur&er'kg@ that 
I would 'kxcure the old.&um coming RI m&#be I n a r i o ~ ~ s ~ ' ~  
village, whibh wadd be daogaby Eo ,his di&Q, and . a i t o ~ ~ W i n s t e ~  

to pay hie reapecb at Siploo Maokh, or on the road do++, 
u, ruled, and tthw quietly ended the' edhfehnae with am-0 
Sonrob. Bini Qaum'r village which we now enter'ed, is on 
one of ,'the low .hill$ under the Moyur mbntain; the h m s  
kmg, and r a i d  considerably on poab of cleft timbu, indisurimkd? 
oonstmcted on the top or ride of the hill, but the ' l e d  of the W' 
ing is tolerably well preserved by varying the height of the W 
porting .pats. It contains only ten dwelling hmaea; but aa each 
house holds an entire family, induding W& and thci wives, ad 
married aoas and thet children, each map on an average contain abmt 
twenty individuals. The situation of the village is very beautiful. fie ' 
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low hiIb around,-me porCtgc cleajvd for the purparea of dtivation, 
m entirely ao, Md 'd with the 8-w of the m p  k t  
zqm&--rppsar ip h a -  aootrart :with the dwk, tinb of the low mom. 

of Mayur and. Y&& d. more dbtmt that arurorrad it. 
' P b s m ,  m a n , w ~ & a h i l d r s n i ' f u f r o m s t i n & g o n p ~ ~  
d h r , ~ ~ a b o n t m o  as.1 pwhdthraugh tbe rillrgs. Theroad 
lam this ta Ttnn's village. VIM ia about two miha dbtmt and north. 
w d .  thh .+lhge, d u e n  over low hi&, many of which ham been 
chaed' d i r v  arwfdlow, .rad rfPar ,a. tiinu will bs again takes up. 
Betwbin. th4 d b g a  baeiadm am ldomtructod in diffmnt placer to 
k p  the M#tma tb &*#idn w b  mMm&y. We followed 
Ib.pindhp.d (L 8- 4 k W h  XU-; and kd by i t  into a 

I W I i M e  talky co-gu Icnsl . r p  of atsusd.grotmd of some 
m, wat imbbpthe  V w  r h r  uhieh wind# round the .hill on 

, nhicb qema'b. -4 bmltis.ldd: W e  we encamped ; " k m d d  village 
1 rithio .hail above ua to the'*.;.& fbL rive? ilowirig fioni the N, W. 
I were -=bled to m&t"me, 'hdidea *he nota%ka of. the tkree 
I rilLgts of,'T$ma's,' or thaP h m b t h h  tribe, dl the  headmen of the 
Ibt8onirbdkkw. . T h y *  seeQed bb w o n k  much at my visit. What 
d d  iD?pimnd? sad"Ea:bo a amme alarm;.but thbroon ware 08; 
They dmwibe tkCir coddbrplas ma!h better wotttt aceidg than thb. 
lb dlsgea are &get., mJrq-nuther6us,-.and nearer ta each other than 

4bocle aL tbirJl den& ; the neareat a day's m m h  from this, about twelve 
m k  in 4 . W -  north by we&. The villlrges -6 air in number, 

hid Weaebcothar, on hillr as 'Eha'a and Biiab, and the 
~ ~ ~ l y  Bahioned ; ' && dtiyation is mgre extensive, the 
c z o p S a S ~ & d  more* dried. . They have arm, dlun, and hali ; but 
tbs,la:tkr is not planted out. They sow the seed aa we sow peas. 
Ib@y...:kept me"tlrlling till. dinner time, and then rll retired with 

%Tuna, d o  had a grand feaat, not less than eighty individuals wen 
mtertninad by h i  all that came to see me were invited, and l am 
hbl his house was drammed: nor were we neglected, a tine fat kid 
and fowls and eggs, yams and sweet potatoes and Indian corn were 
mpplied. Tema asked me if I would drink d u d ,  the spirit they distil ; 
bat thia I declined, or doubtleas a large supply would have been scnt. 

* The l'orbottiab. 
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Next morning I proceeded ta the village, and found them all boaily en. 
gagedin.divhtionar ta.wBsthar.my vhitwa~.tobriog8hemgbodw 
evil.. I was told Bit .tha'aa@d~~ web. hv0rabte.l. A d@n mt am 
hPla the rmbholcling in botb'lmnds 61 puny ahiot~~',  ,and i n d c b g  all th 
spirib of the wokdm by mtme: ' ThfMedddh who ddi@tedintlk bM'b  
Myttona, and thorct wha kejoid in theqalaqhw of pigd : ttmm .b 
w e e  propitiated by the rwctifia of'fdwla, or tho& were cua* 
with a'vegetable offeriog, tdl d i ~ b u o h r ~ ~ i n M  ; und atLll ths 
Chbat is teaininatad, fhrmhicks6 ir.cdt 0iMlvaab the ehmexumimdi 
from whiah ,amgar $odd &&I, ' Oftea ~ I B T I W ~ ~ , ~  66 my 
knowledge h:fbsl&~thelh;; th$ i68# -v &re td* 
pmtice :bda*  b&pdktonzlj- d -k,. wlfhufLar 
ad- it. IW~~sketalmiag,'&d -*8-&6'!: 
en, and w&lr'thwWW#h~)t ' c ~ & d e d ,  hieb h@d 
meto&Rttd'tolyW'tkib:W&. I ' d e W e d ~ f h c s D & b  
give it where' I 3 8 ~  b d t ' ~ o C ~ ~ ~ ~ d  to'pe*eizxwpe& 
in'regalar f~r lni&*doWp'db,  arlPr plo'pdety U&r- $emaDr d- 
lage. ' dodPevkmfevlane ,to deidcedthe &@d -WffMY& 'a viri)Ft4 

whtoh-hb made hbobjdoik.' 'C~W"~WMI & h*, r a i d  on 
timbers; dbm p e r p e n m y  kid ~ , & e . ~ ~ ~ 1 & & @ ~ h i c U b  
laid a plat116fln uf l f b d ~ o r a  UdMdg; && h t ~ 1  &ble.el~ir, Qd i 
pitched veq  high ; t b  tbatch'be* 8f ttidleaoes of aapdCu 
of cane M befdre laentioned. Unddr the gablea a &w &opparbo*en 
in an open'Wcotiy, (TBe %-'each .&d, intdk'dbn1Wt1 of ob 
long aparWmt~ktyife€&'q sixteen, MM~~YF- 
the entire lengtWffi phtioned bfR'.?~f? b e  large%&tnieht $@&ha 
centre no leas than four h e  were bufning fin hearth&- Oh' 
one side & r e  ranged, wiW some appe&ce of order, the@&, 
pouches, travelling apparatus, &c. ; another portion 8 the apmCnt 
was decorated with trophies of the chase. In the antre  be- the 
fire4 framer of bamboos s-ded from the roof, nerved 'b taW, 
on which various domestic u t e d s  were depoaited."I had hoped that @ 
passage which was partitioned off from thir apartment contained the 
dormitories of the family, but 'on examination it waa found to' be the 
rnhmd cellar. In it were ranged conical baskets lined with 
leaves, in which the mhud is fermented, and received in vessels placed 
underneath : in the large apartment the whole family eat, d r i  and sleep, 
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Tano and hia wivea in q e  upper end or bnG 6re. hi, sono and daugh- 
terarwnd tba ne. pttm mgmkn of t h o h d y  round the third, end 
rbver ~ ~ d e n b , r o r u P d  tbe faart+ .F&abof beipg pillrged by 

: t a d A b o l a , t b q & n o f ~ t o ~ y . . P p l a c h ~ i a t h e ~ o ~ w r .  
Zlm gmstmportiau of it Jie4mW.b 8omeJamote epot b o r n  only to 
tb, h d ~  OW W x c :  WOO .-la, ornrore~ltrp w and w d n g  
appm1, ihcoonrirtr of Lrge dirberand e v l y e l  of metal. and west 

, uecdhdDso&uttfsppBru lit& ktt with,Wow deviem and bcrip: 
I tione, in w U . L . w  be the TldmtrP~huroter ;but 1 h o w  &not. I 

%M#irQ.pt:hor~r*re.they001sf0m; a f e w m o c ~ y  
k -&& .tLP Abm. bpt;.the mort d them have .been 

bdd d@wn f r b d p J 0 i n M . w  faIuilfB.aad tJley @m m&&d u the 
I ~ Q $ W  prom. - Thq -7 uled .M 

q, md -et from ta twelve -8 erch. according 
1 b Ih.ge. eb qd mament. ,-with iorqljptions inside and out 
! M numt highly .prized. .. Thorn gibPoot i d p t i o m  are little valued. 

Them bells ,am common apwng3 ,tb:D*s who can give w better 
raosp~t  as..t~:hion they became ~ y e 9 m d  aC them, I am told the Butiar 

! them, ahd if WJOU cm pqhlpr tell me something of theu origin. 
%'b Merir a the mw if vbd w h  they gat theit h e  blue 

/ be&, i k4pt ahsp a t e b & - l o o m r . ; ~ ~ ~  re\pom. they ray, are they 9~ 
p m d l e .  in , b- or erc-. though mme few are occ&ody 
pmcuredfmmtbe Ahmi.  

It ia n@ impowiMe that numbem of thae  belle and bead8 thulr 
! LPded down heir-leom may have been hroaght with them from the 
' comtrp from whi* they orighdly emigqted. R e g a r a g  their mi- 
1 gmtiou tlwy h e  no traditions. , They weve ,  and they are not .in- 

gPhr &the belief, that many orders and races of qen were created, 
whom .fie Creator allotted to dwell where eoil and situation were bent 
adsp.& the constihltion and habit8 he had given to each ; and thua I a* *,Me y e p  cre*ted for. and haye ever dwelt in these hill& 
Their religions idear, ara very vague. They believe in a future ebte, I up have an indrmiteidea of a qirit who preaidelr in the rc@ons of 
departed roulrr, aa is ehewn in their mode of dispodng of their dead. 1 The M y  in in-d fully clothed and equipped d t h  MI travelling 

/ pouch and cap, in a deep grave, and surrounded by strong timbers to 
pmmt the earth from pressing on it. Nor do they omit to wpply 
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the departed for hia long journey with fwd, cooking a t d ,  and o m  
menb of value, ro that h e r q  make a mpeotable appeaaafie h t b d  
other world. They~attach g m t  importance. to their dead k g  thpr 

&posed of and tittried .n&,the p e s  of their.mccstors. If a man Y 
any influence dies in the ~pl&m hir 'bodp k immediately mnveyed fa 
th6 hills to ba so. inmed, ahoold. the Qircrcwr of nbioh Ire died not b 
deemed contagious. 

Marriage, although ib ddaioab coddeted .&.&rat of dhma,  m 
with-them a' mere matter of &tar or elldaqt. YauplgrMies'are in 
the first instance valued wmdiug to the ;weal& pad smpedalitg d 
their parentr. The price i6 moh that f i+ suitbn.arur oMe 40 make it ap 
for several yeam after preliminarb Wabcen.ammged,'pnd tbiay.pay it 
hccordingly by in~talmntr. f tccmlts ,  if Wthaud @,of high i38iiJy1 
of two or three MyttdPIs, twenty or, -,pi* fowk dud,' d maw 
t i m a  clothes. When the pamntr,ab a o n m ,  or. the ratipoLted amount 
has been paid, thdp invite the.@uitor flritb him w i l y  and.friendsto come 

for his bride; and he im &#rt$ned, that. dryr bp ths QthaG of the lady. 
On his return with his wife '4 th @ i d s  aud.ieh#icmm sccoplpY 
him, and the bridegroom or him p-ta now in,tbeir trirn hrva tofeakt 
them and hia awn friends ihto .die .bwgubr.bPr. seoin81 d w  
days. There is no farther cerempop. Th~pGtiee aie q v  oopdmd 
.man and wife ; and woe be to hiih thtt seduces from her lord tbe de 
so wedded. The adulterer is mized and securely bound;det&d;undet 
most rigorous treatment for a day. or two. If he he powerful %b 
friends come to hie isrietance, and m+ke o h  fai his.raxuom, &ah 
must be conriderabIe to be accepted ; but the chanoet are, he h left to hh 
fate, and if such be the w e  he M put to death. The #vamm whoha 
committed the faux p is l a s  rererely dealt with. A little wholecome 
chaatieement, and rhe is again admitted into the family oircle. I t  mut  
not be omitted that when a marriage is concluded, the bridegroom ex* 
pecte to get fair value with hie bride for hia p ig ,  &a. that he has 
pended on her. If pereonally, or in default of .an adequste tmW 
she be found wanting'in this respect, there is a dinner, M ae~mblage 
of the mutual friends, and the parents of the bride are mada to dirgow 
should it be so determined ; or should they refure, their daughter is treat 
ed as a elave, and not as a member of the family : notwi@tanding thh, 
a widow cannot leave her husband's family and heirs to contract a fmrh 



marriage onlcrr she can find the m~ of deft l l~hg dl J1t wae origi. 
I natly paidfw her ; if h e  can &-this and fornhh a feart on the occarion, 

i 
them mms no objection taher making a second alliance. The aortume 
d the women ir peculiar.: a>short petticoat extending from the l o b  
6 the kneea secured to a bmsd belt d leather which ia datsd 
with bran b-, b a i b  thk they round theit middles an infinits 
number of rings made of filaments of bamboo embroidered with the 
f i b d . a i m t h e r  Mt. . A ban&f.dbrilr matad ,  from which e bit,of 
clqth is a w e d  in front, dm bound tightly m d  the .bra& under the 
arm. : Thia i&theim kmvdlhg .ad work& .dm# ; but Ipb other h e 8  
they wrap tbomdwr~in a l u g s ~ ~ d d u b l d , . b m u g k t  o v a  the rhoul- 
dm, a d  ginad in froat.& a IhwL~Tbd]r w v  r o m 4  theu.neolu an 

i eaorpaor ~uautity jPf kade-'ppstly.,of blue. l jb .  twquoh,  but a h  of 
I cgrte, qundi&m a d  o n p ,  .adglw beads. of all coloro. They have 

I braoc&a of e i l w  or coppar, u~d,aakletr of. *,plaited cane. or barn- 
I boo. Their hair ir, adjwtgd with, naPtoer#,, parted, in..the.mntr~, and 

hanging dowatheir,b6cka .cWelylly, gleitqd .,b& In their ears 
t4er wear r n ~ ? ~ ~ l i k p ~ ~ o f  d r e s  whiQb it ,wouldJ~ diftioult 

1 to describe 6 a imp& 4pisal ,w~; .of  .thin metal . ww@ding, spakelike 
ro@ t4e e m &  lebgaf the is not ~ ~ 9 ~ 4 ~ x 4  amgogat yamar- 

' ried gi'Le~ b& b e a r  , ~ a g l m ~ , o f s . & t e  ma@wp.are quch .more com- 
pLL . r h w  genefly havgg-g~e* cqyntoaanps, though few could 
be ~ l g w & g l g e r  The almond-rhaped eye ia oommon, but not uni. 
m d  ; rnepthage~lpally forme& and W h ,  wtwithmtqding the free 
ly),oi t,a)MCco, v*.$ntyM)cl a t e  ; their coppdexi~n 9p.4t themtives of 
1ndie.woqld call f a i ~ ,  but t h v .  w, r q y  cheek8 ,and. luddy lips, which 
k r +ovement.lon the ~bsame-complexion ; they are very 
etoatly&ilt, generally short of stature, huLto this there arqremarkable 
erpeptiona. Themen have h e  muscular figures ; many of them tall and 
with good features, but the countenances of some are repulsive. The 
variety of feature denotes an admixture of races, and no doubt many of 
them have Assameae blqod in their veins, but usually there is the high 
cheek-bone and almond-shaped eye. lips rather thin, and face devoid of 
hair except a few over each extremity of the mouth forming an apology 
for a mowtache. They gather the hair to the front, where it pro. 
trades out from the forehead in a large knob aecured by a bodkin; 

2 P 
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round the head a band of small brass or copper knobs linked together 
as tightly bound. In their ears they as well as the women wear a 
variety of ornaments, but of a distinct kind. The lobe M distended ao 
as to hold a knob an inch in diameter. I t  is gradually enlarged by 
the innertion of a roll of the leaf of the pine-apple tree. The chiefs wear 
ornaments of silver, shaped like a wine-glass or egg-cup ; young men do 
not venture to attach so heavy a weight to the alight ligament, and 
insert a hollow plug of dver  instdad. The males also wear a profu- 
sion of the blue beads before mentioned, and others, all very large. 
Their costume h simple enough-a band round theii hipa composed 
of rings of bamboos, the same aa worn by the women but not M, numer- 
ous; an apron attached thereto before and behind, and a cloth.wrap. 
ped round their body and pinned so as to resepble a shirt without 
sleeves ; a cap of cane or bamboo work with turned-up peak, which how- 
ever in worn ,behind, and over their shoulders aa a cloak, which 
also serves as a pouch or k n a p d ,  they throw a covering made of the 
black hairy fibres of a plant, which at. a little diltnncn resembles a 
bear-ski. Their costume is not complete wi th~ut  plaaing on their he ads 
and over their caps a piece cut out of tiger or deopard-skin, the tail of 
which hanging down their backs hae a droll appearance! Thy are all 
very filthy in their persons, many of them appear never to have had their 
faces washed eince their birth. As thic was not their c s i d q  
season, and the crops had been reaped, it was chic@ from information 
that I could note any thing on the subject. Each village has a certain 
extent of ground, comprising hills, sides of b i b  a d  valleys, which.t.hq 
have been in the habit of cultivating from time immemorial ; but not more 
than a fifth of this ground is under cultivation each swon.  They cd- 
tivate each patch two successive years, and then suffer it b be fa]- 
low for four or five, taking up again the ground that has been longest 
fallow in lieu. They have a superstition, which deters them from break- 
ing up fresh grounds so long as their '< Qra" (fallow) is su5cient-8 
dread of offending the spirits of the woods and forest by u n n e c e s d ~  
cutting down the trees. In Tema's village the chief crops are " BOW'' 
or bobsa dhan, the grain of which is large, pear-shaped ; and goom 
dhan, or maize. Many of the villages have aooaa and hali, resea- 
b h g  that which ie grown by the Aesamese; but the cultivated 
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tracte appertaining to thii Pillage get too little sun for those crops. 
The b o b  and goom dhan are aown in the same ground and at the 
stme time, and round the squares which contain these crops they plant 
yama and other edible roota ; they have not got the potato, but it would 
moct likely grow well and be serviceable to them ; they mw red pepper, 
which aucceeds admirably. Tobacco ia generally grown in patches 
near the homes. The labour of cultivation and all labour f a b  chidy 
on the women. They have few of them other implements than their 
&vr, which are ueed to clear, cut and dig with. The men comider it 
~ntiicient to occupy themeelves in hunting and attending to their vari. 
ons anares and spring born for wild animals, and when the w o n  ar- 
rives for the trade, in collecting manjeet, which ia performed by both 
me. 

The manjeet grown in steep declivities, interlaced and entaugled with 
dher shrubs, so that it is not m y  apeedily to collect a quantity, at 
ksst all that I found of it wan little ; the leaf of the genuine kind is small, 
rmow and pointed, and slightly lvnffied with a tinge of the colouring 
utter. There in a bastard kind also found in great quantities, the 
laves of which are very much larger and the plant altogether coarser 
inappearance ; it ia called the female manjeet by the Meria, and though 
U a r  in growth with the other, ita flexible shoote contain scarcely any 
odouring matter. Nevertheleer, i t  ia aometimea brought down mixed 
with the finer. The Meria ansured me that this fraud was not theira, 
but was practised upon them by the Abors. I recommended them for 
their own sake to bring down none but the beat, and they promised that 
none other shouldleave their country. They collect and tie it up in bun- 
da when fresh and flexible, then lay it on frames or hang it up to the eavea 
of their houses to dry ; when it becomes rather brittle,' i t  ia fit for ex- 
portation. The Mytton is the only species of horned 'cattle pdaaesaed 
by the Meris. I t  ia rather a clumsy looking animal in make; but a 
gmnp of Myttona grazing on the steep rocky declivitiee they seem 
tolove, would be a noble study for Landseer ; some are milk-white, some 
nearly black, some black and white, and some red 'and white. To  
the Meris they are only ueeful aa food. On feative occasions one 
is kiied, and I should think the beef must be excellent; they feed 
mat delicately on young leaves, and keep in excellent condition. The 
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cows would, I have no doubt, give a large supply of milk; but 
Meris have not yet found this out. I asked them to procure s 
for me, but received the uaual answer, " Meris don't know how, 
our cuatom." The female8 appear tame, and .submit to be k t  
the bulls rove their own masters, but do not wander far fr 
tethered females, so are in a measure tethered too; just a o  
all roam where they please. but when the crops are on the 
a mountain or so is fenced round by strong timbers from tree 
and into this enclosure they are driven, and remain till the h 
stored. They have pigs and poultry in plenty, and a few goa 
suppoee there are no people on the fase of the earth, more utterly 
rant of every thug  connected with the arts than are the Hill 
With the sole exception of the bands and other articles of barn 
and fibres above-mentioned, which the women are everlastingly 
every thing they use is imported ; were their communicatio 
with the plains, and indirectly by means of the intervening 
the civilized countries on the other side of the great range cut off. 
of metal and of women's clothes would be lost to them. The 
forge themselves daws, but the Merie know not the art. 
distant tribes manufacture coarse cotton cloths ; but though the 
are in constant communication with them, as well as with us, 
have not the remotest idea of weaving. They cannot journey t 
three days from their village, without having to cross a consi 
river. If it be not fordable, a rough raft of Kakoo bamboos 
constructed for the occanion ; but though constantly requiri 
and annually wing them, they have never yet attempted to co 
a canoe: this is the more strange, as the Abors of the Dabon 
considerable tnrde in canoes cut in the rough. I suppose that 
Meris discovered the fertile plaiDe of Assam, which they were 
to viait by having killed birds in whose bellies they found rice 
covered by proceeding in the direction of their flight, t 
mere savage hunters; the skins of beasts their only clothing, 
flesh their chief, if not only food. 

Could they be stimulated to a more industrious course of life 
might considerably improve their commercial relations with us. 
great rivers that enter their county abound in gold grains ; the p 
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of washing L simple, and the Meris have had for two centuries constant 
opportunity of watching it in all its phaees. 
The last process of separating the gold from the remainder of the 

sand or scoria, they might leave to the Assamere gold-washers ; but the 
rough washing with the dooruulldc and bottle gourd might be performed 
by them, and a condderable quantity of gold introduced. The doorun- 
nee, or tray, ia very simple and w i l y  made, and the gourds are obtained 
from the Meris by the gold-where. Thii would be a most lucrative 
trade for them. By a little attention to the manjeet also, which they 
are too lazy to give, ita growth might I think be improved and ita col- 
lections facilitated, simply by the removal of other plants that choke it. 
I have not much more to say ; but I may send you another chapter* if 
yon are not tired of me and the Meh. But th i~  letter has grown to such 
a length, I fear you will be inclined to throw it into the 6re without 
reading it. 

I have no doubt that there are sundry errors in this account; but I 
cannot stop to correct them, for 1 feel sure if I were to read over what I 
have written I should helitate about sending it. 1 had not intended 
sending you the journal up the river, it wan copied to send home with 
ketches ; but ss you seem intererted in the scenery of the Soobanshiri, 
I have ventured to add it. 

Yours very sincerely, 
(Signed) E. T. DALTON. 

(True Copy,) 
(Signed) F. JENKINS, 
Agent to the Governor General. 

(True Copies,) 
J. CUBRIE, 

Secretary to the Gout. of India. 

* Trade with uc and with Abon; position of villages; rough eatimate of population ; 
Abom, Accas, not yet touched on. All these however might be included in a public 
blbr applying for leave to make a more extended excunion next year. 




